Superior vena cava occlusion and/or syndrome related to pacemaker leads.
Four cases of pacemaker-related SVC obstruction or syndrome are reported. While two of them lacked any symptom suggestive of SVC obstruction, the other two presented with mild symptoms. None of them received any treatment. One died from a cause unrelated to SVC obstruction, while the others presented no change in their clinical status. A review of the literature suggests that neither thrombotic nor fibrotic obstruction in patients with pacemaker leads is strictly related to the number of abandoned leads, the presence of severed leads, or the time elapsing from pacemaker implant. The diagnosis is clinically made and is confirmed by venography. Only one of the reported deaths is attributable to SVC obstruction. The remaining cases from the literature responded to treatment with heparin, thrombolytic agents, angioplasty, or surgery.